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BRITISH NATION. 


Thurfday, November 13. 1707. 


Claim it as aDue, to al that argue, 
that they may be aflow’d to fuppofe, 
what may not really be When I 
have been fuggefRting the Confequences of 
the Divifion of our Friends, I do not fay, 
they will be {o weak—At the fame time I 
pretend to beable to fay,the other Party are 
fo wicked, as to defire it, fo forward as to ex- 
pe@ it, and fofoolith as to hope for it. 
But whether it fhall be fo or no, 1 think, 
Circumftances concurr to remind us, how 
much more need we have of a compleat 
Concurrence of all good Men, however dif- 
ferent in Opinion 3 and thisI cannot but 
fetch from the prefent Triumphs of our 
Enemies over our late Misfortunes 3 and ber 
fore I make the main Ufe of our Difafters, 
which I detign in the Naming them, le¢ me 
tell you, what our Enemies expeét, will be 
the Confequences of them, and what Ufe 
they make of them. 


1. They endeavonr, to poflglg People 
with melancholy Apprehenfions, that GOD 
has forfaken us, that his Hand is agaiaht ua, 
and that we have nothing jeft us, but te 
defpair. 

2. That made froward by our Difafters, 
we will fal) out about Perfons, aad lay the 
Blame of our Mifearriages upon ¢he unfory 
tunate Judging a-lemode the Grand Se- 
nior; that to be ughappy and to be crime 
nal, are the fame things. 

I will not fay there are no Milcarriagen, 
or that every Officer has done what be oughs 
tohave done; but two things I defintte 
offer as material Confiderations, . previews 
te your Cenfures, and thes, Geatleman,; 
cenlnre, and welcome. Searrt 

1. Dp not fo pore upon the Mifcarria 
and Mifmanagement of Inftruments, ig 
forget, thas the Finger of the Invifible Ns 
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A this, and that your Loffes are the im- 
mediate Correétion of Heaven apon you, 
for fomething or other you ought to re 
form, fome accurfed thing you ought to ré- 
move : Have Inftruments misbehav’d, pu- 
nih them? Have the Nations misbebav’d, 
you may fee who punifhes them ? 

2. Donot ¢allevery Man that is beaten 
a Traytor, left in Time you get no body to 
fight for you, and honeft Men fhall be fo 
difcourag’d, as to bid y.u go fighttor your 
felves—— For, Gentlemen, if every Man, 
shat cannot fucceed, muft be terattd ag a 
Criminal, who will venture ifth your Ser- 
vice? this is punifhing Men for Crimes, 
they do mot commit. 

It would be very hard to cenfure Sir 
Cloudfly Shove) for the Lofs of the Affocia- 
tion ; Dety and Succefs are by no natural 
Law coupled together, nor are, ae f ly 
ways found in Company; Men inthe ik - 
eft Pofts in the World are anfwerable but 
for their Difcretion and Endeavour ; and to 
blame their Honefty, when perhaps the two 
firft have been faichfully exerted, is Turkifh 

d‘ unaceongtable, and muft in the End 
iffue i all Sorts of Difcouragements to ho- 
nefi Mea, inating for their Country. 

Oh, but the French take all our Ships, 
and with inexpreffible Succefs fpread the 
Seas with their Privateers, and ruin us ia 
every Corner. 

And whyis this? Let me tel you why it 
is—And then, why, as they /ay, itis; 1/- 
it is, ds F have often oferv’d, becaule we 
hive Bhips for them to take, our Naviga- 
gion is great and extenfive, and they can- 
not mifs of Prizes, if they look out. 2dly. 
They are at all Manner of Expence for In- 
telligence of Things, and know when Fleets 
goout) and Fleets are expected every Day; 
they are not without their Spyes among us, 
to infirm them of every: Step we take—And 
who cad you blame torthis ? Spy¢s among 
us, yes, the French-would be greater Fools 
than we have reafon tothink them, if they 
had not theic Spyes among-us, and in all 
poffible Corners of the Lands and if we 
have not the like among them, the Cap— 
is ours, it has beer the Praatice of Nations 
at War with one another' to do fo, ever 
fince Europe wasa fighting Quarter, aad 
will be fo to the End of: the World, and 
therefore we ought to doevery thing, as if 
the Enemy knew ic, 


And yetlobferve, we lay the Strefs ofa 
great many things, upon the Enemies ha- 
ving Intelligence among us, which really is 
no way owing to that Part of the Matter, 
like the Cafe of the Devil, I once noted ce- 
fore, we lay abundance of our Follies at Is 
Door, which he really bas no band in—And lo 
here—The French fell in upon owr Lisbon 
Fleet, itis true—And what is the Cry? © 
they were betray’d, and the French bad Jn- 
teligence. No, no, Gentlemen, that was 
not the Cafe; but had our Intelligence been 
as good as'theirs, we fhould as well have 
known of their Strength, and of their com- 
ing to Sea, ag they of ours ¥ have ob- 
ferv'd, that at one Time or otfer the dear- 
eft InteUigence pays itsown Charge ; Car- 
dinal Richlieu expended two Millions of Li- 
vres yearly, merely upon 'ntelligence, and 
by that means had his Fingers in all the 
A@ions of Europe, was inform’d of every 
Motion, infinuated himfelf into every Ca- 
binet, and in fhort manag’d all Europe; nor 
is there a greater Argument of a finifhed 
Statefman, that lecit coft what it will, to 
have a certain and exa& Ineelligeace in all 
Parts of the World, and by tis to take his 
Meafures from the earlieft Motion or Po- 
fture of the Enemy. 

But why fhauid nof_dur Squadrons or 
Convoys of any Confequence have their 
Share of Intelligence too? And why fhould 
nota few Advice Boats be always {couting 
about ta peep into the Freach Harbours, 
dnd tell us whe jsthere,how frong they are, 
gpd how ready ta come away? Ic had been 
impofhble the Lisbon Fleet could have been 
furpriz’d, withia one Days Sail of Ply. 
mouth, it the Convoy had any Scouts abroad, 
or if the Mouth of the Channel had any 
Cruifersin it. 

To fay, this French Fleet came ovt on 
Purpofe for this Convoy, is to fay hastily, 
What no body can be fure of; if they had 
Zone to /reland, and {nap’t the Eaft-Jndzs 
Men jn Crook Haven, we fhould have faid 
jaf che'fame——Bur this is certain, when- 
eyér the French know we have nv Squadroa 
at hand able to fight them, ’tis worth cheir 
while to lie in the Mouch of the Channel 3 
we have coaftantly fuch a Number of Ships 
coming in from one Part or another, that 
they cannot mifs of a Booty, and of a Boo- 
ty worth whike alfo 5 to fay, they watched 

for 


Tyr thie or that,-is a good Difcourle, an 
Wetter atta ia Pit it  exietg 
Know, they could not pitch the Day, when 
that Fleet would (ail, for thefe Reatons. 

That Fleet had béen ready to (ail feveral 
Weeks, and had aétually put to Sea, and 
put back agains arid had they at that Time 
fail’d, the French Weré oot there: ’Tis evi- 
dent, the Fleet fail’d as foon as the Wind 
prefented 5 had the French been at Breft, 
and the Exglifhat Plymoxth, and only farted 
with the firft (pringing up of an Eufferly 
Wind, the Fleet had been along Way be- 
fore them—Baut’tis plain they ree and 
that couldnot-behid, that here lay a great 
Fleet bound for Lisbow , at Lisbow lay a great 
Fleet bound for England; in Jreland lay fix 
Eajt-Jndia Men, and a Barbadoes Fleet 
bound for Londow, and let the Wind blow 
which Way it would, they muft fall in with 
fome of them; if Eafterly, thefe would go 
out 5 if Wefferly, thofe would come in; and 
like vigilant People they put themfelves in 
the Way of them al), by lying in the Chops 
of the Channel, the very gang Way of them 
all—And [ muft own, their Condu&, what 
ever ours has been, has been very rational. 
—But our Refie@ions en our felves had 
been the fame, had they met with our Bar- 
badoes Fleet, or our home-ward bound Lif- 
fon Fleet, or our Eaft-India Fleet ; Ohthey 
had Jatelligence, and came out on Purpofe. 

- And to prove this, the home-ward bound 
Lisbon Fleet is an Jaftance, the French lay 
in wait forthem on the Cozft of Portugal 
along while, and why did they mifsthem ? 
Becaufe they had Intelligence of it by Scouts 
— Veffels abroad—it is certain, this French 
Squadron had not lain any time in the 
Mouth of the Channel, it had been impofh- 
ble they fhould have lain fo near undif- 
cover’d 3 it feems therefore to me, in fhort, 
that they came out in Queft of the firtt Pur- 
chafe they could get, and thus run blindfold 
into their Mouths. 

If there is any thing to be accoun‘ed for 
in the Want of having Scouts or Cruifers 
abroad,I wifh,they may anfwer forit, «whofe 
Duty it was, and whofe Negle@ is juftly to 
be cenfur'd; it is moft certaig, that had 
the Squadron had Scouts abroad, they 
might have avoided this Danger; and I 
with it may be a Warning to our Admiral- 
ty, never tofend five 3d Rate Men of War 
to Sea, and not one light Frigate with them 
to run before, and difcover 5 had thefe had 
but a Ketch or a Smack befere them, upon 
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the Signal of ay Enemy, and their $ 

the w aie Fleet bad an att Sl hee 
again, and at leaf might have reach’d Fa}. 
mouth agiin 4 if any Negleét cheretore hag 
Sea this muft be ic, and let it fall where 
it will, 

Oh, but the Convoy was top fmtll—Oh but, 
Gentlemen, you will bave all your Trade 
protegted, and your Trade is divided inte 
many and mighty Branches; aad if you 
muft have Fleecs to every Branch, you muft 
have anew Kind of a Navy ereéted 5 here 
were five 34 Rate Men of War, Ships of 70 
and 80 Guns, as good a Strength as 14 Ships 
of 40 to 50 Guns—And if you will examine 
things, you will find, 

Firft, It was as great a Conyoy at one 
Time with another, proportioning youc 
Strength to the Excent of your Trade, Eng- 
land can provide : 

Secondly, It wasas great as, and a greater 
Convoy than, the Ufage of the Navy being 
exainin’d, has been cuttomary in England to 
allow in like Cafes, or than is now allow’d 
on like Occafions ; the Ea/?- India Men have 
3 Men of War, the Barbadocs Men 2,’ the 
Virginia Fleet of 140 Sail came ufually out of 
the Capes with 3, Men of War, and the Li- 
bon Fleet home arriv’d-now with the fame 
ifany of thefe had fallen into the Enemies 
Hand, you would have faid juft the fame, 
that the Convoy was too fmall, and we were 
betray'd. 

Thirdly, It wasas great a Convoy, as the 
Strength of the Enemy confider’d, extraor- 
dinary Cafes only excepted, could be thought 
neceflary, or at any othertime would be 
thought fo. 

But this then was an extraordinary Cafe, 
fay the Complainers again, and therefore 
they fhould have beendoubly ftrong——No, 

entlemen, you are wrong, ftill— It was an 
extraordinary Cafe, the Enemy were joyn’d 
and made ftrong—Fither we knew it, or we 
did not know irs if che fir/?,we ought, what / 
to be ftronger °, No, mo, we ought to have 
ftay’d at home, till the Coaft was clear; if 
the /e/?, we ought to blame, WHO? Tru- 
ly, our Want of Intelligence, Want of 
Scouts, Want of light Ships to {cour 
the Sea, and look out, as the:Sailers call it. 
—And let chat Blame lie where itis due, the 
fooner it isexamin’d into, the betters be- 
cavfe the fooner it is re€tify’d, the better. 

And this, I think, isbringing the Blame 


tolie where it is really due, and where 
7 heneft 
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honeft Mea would have it lie, as to Faftru- 
ments; but will ycu give me leave to goa 
little farther, ana ‘alk to you upon ancther 
Head? Shall I tead you to the Spring and 
Original of all ovr Misfortunes ? Shall I talk 
to you of an Enemy you are not thinking of, 
and fhow you, that you have a new Poten- 
tate has lately <¢ken up Arms againft you, 
which you muf immediately fall to fome 


anne 


Confiderations about ; and {f you do net 
forthwith fet on Foot fome Kind of Treaty 
with him for an Accommodation, he may 
go near to give anew Turn to all the pre- 
fent Affairs of Europe, and be a worle Blow 
to us than the Battle of A/manza? And for 
this I wall hold you no longer in Sufpence 
than to thenext Paper. 


MIscELLANEA. 


ND what think you now, Gentlemen, 
aN if J fhould tell youa very melancho- 
1) Story, which yet has its Ufes neceifary to be 
nade of it at thisJun@ure,and from whence 
foineConfequences may be drawa,to theEdi- 
fication ofall thofe that defire to be edify’d ? 

Our bad News and Loffes coming thick 
inthe Neck of one another, without doubt 
is really and feafibly aiding to every ho- 
neft Man, that wifhes wellto his Country, 
to his Queen, and to the Proteftaat Reli- 
gion: But would you think now, that there 
are aSort of People among us, that laugh 
at allthis, that rejoyce at their Countries 
Misfortunes, and fay, 4b, ba, fer fo would 
we have it, Pialm, ..+. that pleafe them- 
felves with the Repetition of it, infult their 
Neighbours on their Surprizes at it, and 
drink to the Encreafe of ir. 

Andfolet it be to the End of the Chap- 
ter, fays @ hearty Fack the other Day; may 
they drown and be damn’d, that engage ia 
the Service of a Government built oa Trea- 
fon and Rebellion, till cheir Mifery awakens 
rbeir own Confciences to do Juftice to their 
jyjur’d Monarch, and to reftore him, whom 
they have abominably abjur’d. 

And what Sort of People are thefe, you 
will fay? tell you, Gentlemen, thefe are 
Proteftants, at leaft they fay fo— Thefe 
arePeople that call themfelves of theCharch 
of England, and prophane the Name of that 
Church, with claiming a Relation to her— 
Thar pretend toclaim a Right co Britain’s 
Governinent, and want to be reftored to a 
Capacity of de firov ing ber. 

Thete sre the Generations we ought to 
fight again, and as | have often noted, 
you may know chem by their very Outfides. 
Do but look at them, Gentleinen, as they 
go along Strects 5 do but fee them ia their 
Cénverfation, they have Joy and Glidnefs 


MDCCVII. 


in their Countenances, they have Satisfaéti- 
on in their Faces. Ask one of them in the 
Street, what News? All is well, brave 
News, our Friends thrive every where ; this 
damn’d Contederacy goes down, Heaven 
fights with them nov, and we fhall foon fee 
them broke to pieces; “cis all good News. 
—Sit by One of them at... Coffee-Houfe, 
and look but in his Face, when he reads the. 
News, you fhall fee him fmile, you fhall fee 
fomething of Pleafure fic upon his Brow, 
particulatly when he comes to thofe Difa: 
fiers every good Man mourns. 

‘Tis a hard Cafe to tell the World, we 
have {uch Wretches among us¢$ that there 
fhould be fuch Vipers nurs’d up in the Bo- 
fom of a Proteftant Church, that Britaix 
fhould breed, and Mercy indulge fuch Vul- 
tures, that tear the Bowele of their Bene- 
fadtors. 

But {uch there are, and never were they 
more vilibly difcover’d than now, and this 
Ufe may be made ofit; now isthe Time to 
know them, they waot Government enough 
ot themfelves, and want to contain them- 
felves a little, buc they canaot ; their Joy is 
too fall, it breaks out in their very Common 
Chat, and all che World moft (ce it: Mark 
them then while they are fo eafie to be 
kaown, and you may manage them here- 
after, for they are a moft wretched and 
contemptible Party. 

Milerable Creatures, who rejoyce in the 
Tears of their Covncry, and flatter theme 
felves with the Hopes of our general Con- 
fulion—I am out of Fear, bur that they will 
be Gtlappointed in their Hopes, nor doesall 
thefe Dilafiers amount to fo much, as te 
put us oucot Hope of che Reftoration of all 
our Pro{peéts 5 but horrid is the Joy of 
thofe Creatures, whofe Smiles are rais’d hy 
the Calamicies of their Country. 


